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ABSTRACT 

In the Quinmester course ”The Modern Face of Love” 
the nature and kinds of love are examined. A wide range of viewpoints 
touching on the force and morality of love are considered through 
various genre. Readings include ”The Diary of a Young Girl," ”Ethan 
Frome,” ”Love Story,” ”Sons and Lovers,” and ”A Burnt Out Case.” 
Subject matter includes: the definition of love; kinds of love; love 
as a universal theme; classic love situations; love as a motivating 
force in life; the effects of love; and love as the answer to all 
problems. (Author/CL) 
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COURSE COURSE TITLE: THE MODERN FACE OF LOVE 

lUMBEP. 

5*14 .7 COURSE DESCRIPTION: An examination of the nature and kinds of 

5115.7 love, A wide range of viewpoints touching on the force and 

5116.7 morality of love are considered through various genre. Readings 
include The Diary of a Young Girl . Ethan Frome . Love Story . 

Sons and Lovers . A Burnt Out Case . 

I. PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 

A, After having read selected works, students will identify certain 
aspects of love, 

B, Given selected works, students will describe the many qualities 
of those who love, 

C, After having read selected works, students will analyze the 
concept of love as presented in each selection, 

D, Given certain views nf love, students will justify their own 
interpretation of love, 

E, Given a particular work, students will suggest the impact of 
love on certain characters and their actions, 

F, Given selected works, students will analyze the motives behind 
professed love of certain characters in those works, 

G, Given several works, the students will differentiate between 
lust and love, 

K. Given specific works, students will relate them to their every- 
day experience, 

I, Given selected works, students will distinguish between the 
various authors* treatments of the same kind of love, 

J, Given certain traditions connected with love, students will 
relate them to the present, 

K, Given closely related works, students will contrast a given 
aspect of love, 

L, After exposure to community resource persons, students will 
apply this experience to their readings, 

M, Given several works dealing with love, students will propose 
reasons for the authors* intentions in the inclusion of love, 

N, Having been exposed to love portrayed via the various media, 
students will discuss critically the idea that love is a panacea. 



O. Given selected works, students will propose reasons why love 
is a legitimate source of inspiration in the creation of 
these works, 

P, After having read selected works, students will propose reasons 
for the characters’ actions. 

TI. COURSE CONTENT 

A, Rationale 

Since students are highly sensitive and conscious of love, 
they are probably unaware that others before them have experienced 
this feeling. Although each generation is certain that it 
should be credited with the discovery of love, students of 
The Modern Face of* Love will be presented with works of 
literature that reveal that love is as old as mankind. 

Through many genre, ancient and modem, students will discover 
various concepts of love and the mdtives behind these concepts. 
They will become aware of love as a writer’s tool as well as 
theme, thus heightening their own critical Judgment and 
increasing their understanding of the concept of love. 

It is recommended that the approach to the course of study 
be inductive since a didactic approach might put a damper 
on the natural enthusiasm of students for this subject, 

B, Range of subject matter 

1, Definition of love 

a. From students’ point of view 

b. From authorities on the subject 

2, Kinds of love 

a. Man-God 

b. Man-woman 

c. Man-fellow man 

3, Love as a universal theme 

a. The ancients 

b. Biblical literature 

c. Modem literature 

4, Classic love situations 

a. Star-crossed love 

b. Unrequited love 

c. The eternal triangle 

5, Love as a motivating force in life 
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a. Inspiration 

b. Exploitation 

c. Devastation 

6. The effects of love 

a. Ecstasy 

b. Catastrophe 

Love as the answer to all problems 

a. Moral 
b # Social 

c. Spiritual 

d. Economic 

e. Political ■ 

III. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

A, After reading selected works, students will identify certain 
aspects of love. 

1. After reading selected tales from Chaucer’s Canterbury 

Tales (Lumiansky translation: "The Knight’s Tale," 

"The Wife of Bath’s Tale," "The Miller’s Tale”), write 
an original tale using one of these themes: love of man 
for God, man for woman, or man for man. 

2. List all the things that you think are worthy of praise 
in nature— things that affect you and make you aware of 
beauty in the world; then read Sotho’s "Song of Praise 
to the Creator," Hopkins’ "God’s Grandeur," and Psalm 

8 and Psalm 24. 

3. After paraphrasing parts of John Donne’s "Meditation XVII," 
explain your views concerning man’s dependency on his 
fellow man as well as on his God. 

4. Read Tagore’s "Hymn of Love to God" and describe your 
feelings as you read the poem stanza by stanza. 

5. Listen to selections from a rock opera such as Jesus 
Christ Superstar and explain the scenes as tnev appear 
with reference to aspects of love as they are presented 
in these scenes. 

Have you ever heard of the word narcissistic? What do 
you think about self-love? Can it be constructive? 
Destructive? After writing your ideas on the value of 
self-love read the myth which tells of Narcissus from 
whose name narcissistic was derived, 

7. In a well-written paragraph describe a person you know or 
have heard about who is narcissistic. What do you predict 
for that person’s future? 
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8, Stud ants will divide into groups, choose an aspect of love, 
and assemble a collage from pictures and slogans clipped 
from publications to display their particular aspect of 
love, 

?, Students will decide upon an aspect of love and works 
that represent their choice; from these works students 
will construct a crossword puzzle, 

10, After reading Steinbecks's Grapes of Wrath , identify 
the many kinds of love contained in the novel, 

11, Select what you feel is the greatest manifestation of love 
presented in Grapes of Wrath , explaining your choice in a 
well-organized essay, 

12, Allegiance or fealty is a bond of love between men or 
to ideals. Compare allegiance as it is presented in 
“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, " T, H, White's The 
Once and Future King . Roper's More (see Sylvester), and 
Brecht's Galileo , 

13# Choose your position on the topic “Is Self Sacrifice the 
Highest Form of Love?” Defend your position in a well- 
written paragraph, (See Activity 5*) 

14, After reading the story of "Pyramus and Thisbe," contrast 
the theme and aspect of love presented with those of 
Romeo and Juliet and/or West Side Story , What qualities 
of love do the characters possess? 

3, Given selected works, students will describe the many qualities 

of those who love, 

1, After reading the "Parable of the Good Samaritan," write 
an original skit depicting the theme to present to the 
class, 

2, After discussing the pros and cons of total openness in 
a love relationship, compare Yeats' "Never Tell All tho 
Heart" with Blake's "Never Seek to Tell Thy Love," 

3* In 4 reaction paper judge the views of Yeats and Blake 
as presented in Activity 2. 

4, Discern the part that pride plays in a love affair, 
defending your view in a class discussion; then read 
a selection from Jane Austen's Pride and Pre judice . 

5, After listening to recordings of "Barbara Allan," 

"Get Up and Bar tho Door," "Lord Randal," and "Sir Patrick 
Spens," identify the characteristics and subject matter 
of ballads. 
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